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ARRA Funded Children’s Community Head Start and Earlly Head Start
Score 100% on Program Review

(Ronkonkoma...) The Children’s Community Early He&tdrt, a federally funded comprehensive early
childhood program for income eligible pregnant woraad families with infants and toddlers, recently
received a perfect score for an on-site monitoregvijew by the US Department of Health and Human
Services. The Children’s Community Early Head tStars funded last year by the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The review determitiesl ARRA-funded Early Head Start program
was in compliance with all applicable Head Starf®enance Standards, laws, regulations, and policy
requirements.

The review report highlighted areas of strengtholtincluded partnerships to bring high quality teal
services to children, socialization opportunitiesd intergenerational activities.

In addition to income eligibility requirements, féies must live in CCHS’ catchment area of 13 s¢hoo
districts in central Suffolk County. Children widlisabilities, as well as children living in fostesmes, or
shelter housing are also eligible. The progrararsfhigh-quality and structured home-based and
classroom-based experiences, and children bengtit iealth and nutrition services, family advocacy
and parent training.

The Children’s Community Early Head Start is funtiederve 82 families and is currently at full
enrollment, although applications are acceptedmoonagoing basis.

According to the2009 Long Isand Index research report prepared by the Rauch Foundaizoly,
childhood education “prepares children for schanolj when provided in a high quality program it can
reduce grade repetition, drop out rates, and jle@dlinquency.” The report further explains thigh
quality programs can lower future costs that thielipischool would otherwise assume.

"There has been a lot of talk about federal stimuhoney and the impact it will have on the country.
Here is an example of how children and familiestrigere in our community benefit with a high qualit
early childhood education. Plus, we were abler® &dditional staff. It is a win-win for everyopie
states Denice Karotseris, the Director of The Chiktk Community Head Start.

For information on eligibility and enroliment or wlunteer, call Denice Karotseris at (631) 476869
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